
Does it matter to you where your beer comes from? 

I would imagine with this group the answer would be more affirmative than negative, but this is a ques-
tion recently posted by Charlie Papazian: 

òI think there is an ongoing debate about whether beer drinkers really care about where their beer 
comes from.  Does it really matter that Blue Moon is made by MillerCoors?  Does it matter that Pilsner 
Urquell is made by SABMiller?  Does it matter that German brewed Becks and Diebels Altbier,  Belgian 
brewed Hoegarden and Leffe, English brewed Bass and Boddington, Australian brewed Castlemaine 
XXXX, Irish Murphy's and Canadian Labatt, and likely soon Budweiser are all under the ownership of the 
Belgian/Brazilian world brewing corporation Inbev?  

We are all beer drinkers. That said, we all have our reasons for choosing the beer we love to en-
joy.  Whether we realize it or not, we all think about it in one way or another.   At the very least we owe 
it to ourselves to be knowledgeable about the beer we spend good money for.  Iõm wondering whether 
these things matter to American Homebrewers Association membership.ó 

Iõm pretty sure you all know my answer to this.  Of course it matters! Big breweries who focus more on 
the bottom line than on the craft of brewing are not the ones that I want to support. I love many of 
those beers produced by mega conglomerate InBev, but I wonõt be buying them anymore.  

In some ways I look at this as a good sign. It means that peopleõs tastes are changing. People are de-
manding these higher quality and better tasting brews and the MBAs at these mega corporations are 
noticing. They see that domestic beer sales are flat while craft brew sales continue to climb year after 
year. They paid a lot for those advanced degrees so they know to go out and buy up these companies 
producing these beers. Redhook, Goose Island, Unibrou, and Brewery Ommegang are just a few that 
have been gobbled up by bigger breweries.  

But what is lost when a small sometimes struggling micro is bought up or òpartnersó with a mega corpo-
ration?  

I think some of the soul is lost.  

A beer without soul is hardly worth drinking.  

All of this is one of the strongest reasons that I will continue to champion home 
brewing as one of the most noble of hobbies. There is no beverage in the world 
with more soul than one made by a homebrewer. Not made for profit, not for 
glory, but for the pure joy of drinking and tasting and sharing a beverage made 
with love. We stand around our kettles as one, united in our passion for a beer 
with some soul. We will not be sucked into the void of globalization. We will not 
go quietly. 
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Treasurerõs Report 
Randy Desilet  

 
Balance: Balance: The Clubõs account bal-
ance as of 9/28/08 is $1919.85.  The Club 
has 48 active members. 
 
Membership renewals due October 2008 : 
Melissa & Thomas Crawford 
Vince George 
Matt Ruddell 
R. Steven Coleman 
Kari & Errin Pichard 
 
Membership renewals due November 
2008: 
Jessica & Sean Patronis 
Larry Agee 
 
 

Membership renewals past due:  
Chelsea & Jason French 
Melisa & Matt Saxey 
Melissa Hooke & Paul Russo 
Lee Marchman 
Glenda Atkinson 
Sue Higgins 
Craig Mangum 
Walter Liebrich 
Lela Buttery 
 
Annual membership is $20 for individuals 
and $30 for couples. Please see me at the 
next meeting with your dues or mail checks 
to NFBL, PO Box 3325, Tallahassee, FL 
32315-3325.  Attention Randy Desilet. 
 
Membership Cards: Remember that it is 
important to keep current with your club 
dues.   The NFBL card is used to identify 
members as being up-to-date with their 

dues and eligible for discounts at The 
HomeBrew Den.  Only membership cards 
of active NFBL members will be honored. 
 
NFBL Stuff For Sale 
We have Club t-shirts ($15), Henley shirts 
($20) and bumper stickers ($1), available at 
our monthly meeting.   See Randy at the 
meeting for the selection. 

NFBL Minutes  

Sarah Bridegroom  

for Corrigan Loduha  
 

Club Meeting, Sept 11 at Beef OõBradyõs: 
Officers Present:  Sarah Bridegroom, Corri-
gan Loduha, and Randy Desilet 

September was Porter and Stout month.  
Sarah brought two commercial examples 
to our meeting, a Steelhead West Coast 
Stout and Thirsty Dog Old Leg Humper 
Robust Porter (great label!).  We talked 
about the comparative aspects of these 
two styles and their histories and evolu-

tions over time.  General group consensus:  

Bigger is better. 

Thank you, everyone who came and 
brought donations for our raffle:  
 
Steelhead IPA- Sarah Bridegroom 
Schlafly Kolsch- Sarah Bridegroom 
Shakespeare Stout- Larry Agee 
Goose Island IPA- Rick Sag 
2 Sierra Nevada Summerfest- Randy Desilet 
Bottle Capper- Randy Desilet 
2 Coors Light 6-pack coolies- Beef Oõ 
Bradyõs 
 
Beer Winner:  Thomas Crawford 

Coolie winner:  Ian Anderson 
 
Big thanks to Martin Brungard for bringing 
your Kolsch for us to taste. 

Summer Party Pics (Part Deux)  
 

There were lots of pics taken at the summer party at Martinõs in August, here are some that didnõt make it into last monthõs newsletter. 

 


