
  

 

Here we are at the start of another new year. I am honored to have been 
selected to head up this fine organization for 2010. I’ve been associated 
with a variety of associations over the years, both professional and non-
professional. Of all of those associations, I can think of no other that would 
be more enjoyable to lead. Those who know me are aware that I just fin-
ished a year as president of my state professional association. I spent the 
entire year, and then some, playing referee between two groups of (I’m 
sorry ladies, but) women that did nothing but throw verbal mud pies at 
each other. I have every reason to believe that a club such as ours, formed 
and dedicated to promote and enjoy the many varieties of home-brewed 
beers, will be MUCH more relaxing and enjoyable to lead. Don’t disap-
point me! 

 
The Club’s new and outgoing officers met December 17 for the annual ‘Changing of the Guard.’ 
As always, outgoing President Randy Desilet and his wife were great hosts for this event.  We will 
be sad to see Randy leave the board after five consecutive years of service, but he surely deserves 
the break. We also said goodbye to Sara Bridegroom, who is stepping down as Vice-President. She 
is being replaced (if such a thing is possible) by Wade Feltman. Don Miller will be taking over the 
duties of creating the club newsletter, while his wife, the lovely Betsy Miller (acting as the token 
female on this year’s Executive Board), will continue in her role as treasurer. Thomas Crawford will 
be the Club’s secretary for 2010. Comments on how he would look in a skirt will be appropriate for 
the entire year. 
 
The North Florida Brewers league had a very successful year in 2009, participating once again in 
the Oktoberfest celebration for Elder Care. Besides the usual club brews and parties, we have 
some exciting activities to look forward to again for this year. In addition to teaming up with Elder 
Care for the 2010 Oktoberfest, we are looking at the possibility of resuming an old NFBL tradition. 
In the distant past, we held our own version of Oktoberfest at the Market Square Pavilion, where 
we offered samples of home brewed beers to the general public while collecting donations for the 
animal shelter. We were forced to take a break from this activity for the past ten years, much to the 
disappointment of the club members and the beer drinking public alike. It appears, however, that 
we may finally be resuming this activity (if the stars and planets align in just the right way). Sarah 
Bridegroom has been working diligently on this function, and will keep the club members in-
formed of her progress as we go along. 
 
Your new officers and I will be meeting in January to set the calendar for the coming year. Such 
things as meeting themes, club parties, educational seminars, club brews and charity involvement 
will be addressed. All club members are welcome to join the officers at this meeting. If you have 
ideas for the club to consider, please plan on attending or share them with one of the officers be-
fore the meeting. Feel free to e-mail me for the date and directions to my house. This is a member-
driven club, and our purpose is to satisfy your home brewing needs, so let the officers know your 
thoughts and ideas.  
  
I wish everyone a wonderful 2010, and I hope to see you all at our monthly meetings. 
 
Michael Johnson  
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Balance: The Club’s account balance as of 
1/1/10 is $1909.59.  The Club has 70 active 
members. 
 
Welcome to our newest members, Rick and 
Lori Lindenberg, who joined at our Decem-
ber meeting.  
 
Membership renewals due January  2010: 
Charles and Denise Howard 
Dan Macdonald 
Jerry Swerczek 
Rick Savage 
 
Membership renewals past due: 
Vince and Amy George 
Erinn and Kari Prichard 
Matt Ruddell 
Jessica and Sean Patronis 

Larry Agee 
David Schuessler 
Shannon Black 
 
Annual membership is $20 for individuals 
and $30 for couples. Please see me at the 
next meeting with your dues, or mail 
checks to NFBL, PO Box 3325, Tallahassee, 
FL 32315-3325.  Attention Betsy Miller. 
 
Membership Cards: Remember that it is 
important to keep current with your club 
dues.   The NFBL card is used to identify 
members as being up-to-date with their 
dues and eligible for discounts at The 
HomeBrew Den.  Only membership cards 
of active NFBL members will be honored. If 
you are unable to locate your card, or do 
not have a recent one, please contact me 

at treas@nfbl.org or 
at the monthly 
meeting for a new 
card. 
 
NFBL Stuff For Sale 
We have NFBL pint 
glasses ($3) avail-
able at our monthly 
meeting.   To pur-
chase, see Betsy at the meeting.   
 
We also have merchandise for sale at 
www.cafepress.com/nfbl.  Current mer-
chandise includes t-shirts, hats, boxers, and 
thongs.  
 

Treasurer's Report         Betsy Miller 

 2009 2008 2007 

Revenue    

Membership dues  $  1,000.00   $     900.00   $     910.00  

Monthly Raffle          445.00           656.05           894.81  

Merchandise sales            77.00           111.00           133.00  

Miscellaneous            36.00                    -               16.50  

Total Revenue      1,558.00       1,667.05       1,954.31  

    

Expenses    

Copying/Supplies/Newsletter/PO Box  $     514.86   $     463.84   $      513.43 

Web Expenses            10.00                    -             192.10  

ElderCare/Rotary            56.05           117.51                    -    

IBACA Membership            75.00                    -               75.00  

Merchandise samples/Pint glasses (144)            74.95           413.35                    -    

Miscellaneous                   -             141.16             75.22  

Monthly tasting supplies            49.27           143.33           231.84  

Brew/Party/Tasting Reimbursements          469.76           467.39           348.35  

State Corporation fees            61.25             61.25             61.25  

Total Expenses      1,311.14       1,807.83       1,497.19  

Ending Cash 1909.59 1662.73 1803.51 

2010 Annual Financial Report Summary Betsy Miller 

For a copy of the 

complete 2010 

Annual Financial 

Report, email 

treas@nfbl.org 

mailto:treas@nfbl.org
mailto:treas@nfbl.org
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Sunday, January 31 – 4PM @ Homebrew Den 

So you’ve been dropped into a brewing situation with no computer and no 
brewing log. You have to make an English Bitter, what do you do?   Maybe 
it’s a bit of Top Chef meets Great American Beer Festival, but it’s a standing 
challenge for new and seasoned brewers alike: creating your beers. Long 
before software tools were available, brewers were crafting and developing 
their recipes by old-school techniques – a pencil, paper (or sticks and 
stones), basic arithmetic, their palates and some creative inspiration. If you 
have found yourself in the situation of wanting to brew something new, 
trying to brew a particular style, or trying to clone a particular beer and did-

n’t know where to start, this might be for you. 

We’ll review some of the basic principles of recipe formulation including the role of base grain, 
specialty grains, other adjuncts and fermentable sugars. We’ll provide basic tools for hop calcula-

tion and information about yeast contributions to beer styles. 

If you want to build your recipe formulation skills or if you just need a refresher course, join us at 
HomeBrew Den on Sunday, January 31 at 4PM. If you’re so inclined, feel free to bring a beverage 

with you for your own consumption. We’ll camp out in the shop, so if you would, please bring a chair. 

Recipe Formulation Seminar Sarah Bridegroom 

December 10th NFBL Meeting Minutes Wade Feltman 

With the closeout of 
the year that meant 
only one thing for our 
final meeting -- the 
competition for our 
best and worst. We 
did have a style for the 
month which was 
Holiday Beers. We 
were treated to a very 
nice commercial 

example, Sierra Nevada Celebration Ale. 
The Club was reminded of the upcoming 
Winter Party which starts at 5PM on 
Saturday, December 12. Randy and Pat 
Desilet have graciously opened their home 
for the party. Randy asks that attendants 
please bring a side dish since the Club will 
be providing the beer and the main dish. 
Also on the subject, the Club will be 
acquiring another sixth barrel commercial 
keg to serve along side our much 
anticipated barleywine. 

 
Sarah also gave us an update on 
Summerfest. She reported that everything 
appears to be going well. The Club is 
looking to host the event either the 1st or 

2nd week in June. The Club was also 
reminded that we are currently in the 
process of partnering with the Leon 
County Animal Shelter, and that they 
would be receiving all of the proceeds from 
the event. 

 
Next on the agenda was the 

announcements of who won prizes for 
bringing the most homebrew & raffle items 
throughout the year. 

 
2009 Awards 

 
Homebrew: 

 - Highest Frequency: Thomas Crawford &    
Allen Turnage 

 - Highest Volume: Thomas Crawford 

 
Raffle Items 

 - Highest Frequency: Randy Desilet 

 - Highest Volume: Sarah Bridegroom 

 
We then proceeded to the main event of 
judging the best and worst homebrews of 
the year. 

 
Best of the Year Contenders 

 
Porter - Thomas 
Hefe - Thomas, Patti, and Chris 
Saison - Wade 
Dry Stout - Randy 
Wheat Porter - Rick 
Pale Ale - Jason 
Bochet - Allen 

WINNER: Allen 

 
Worst of the Year Contenders 

 
Pomegranate Wheat - Don and Betsy 
Wheat - Randy 

WINNER: Don and Betsy hands down 

 

 
Raffle Items: 

¶ Shiner Bock x 6 - Sarah 

¶ Spice Pack: Heather, Mugwort, 
Cinnamon Sticks, Sweet Gale, Oak 
Chips - Sarah 

¶ Magic Hat #9 - Sarah 

¶ Sam Adams Blackberry Wit - Randy 

¶ Gordon Biersch Blonde Bock x 2 - Chris 

 

WINNER: Rick 

 
In Style Homebrew: 

 - Pumpkin Ale - Trever  
 

Executive Board Meeting: Dec 17th 

 
Meeting held at Randy Desilet’s house.  
Incoming and outgoing officers in 
attendance included Randy Desilet, Sarah 
Bridegroom, Betsy Miller, Don Miller, 
Michael Johnson,  and Thomas Crawford 
 
Among items discussed were the 
upcoming club happy hour, plans for 
SummerFest in June of 2010 and the need 
for brewers, and arrangements for Elder 
Care Octoberfest.   



  

 

This month’s style: 

Open Call.  Bring ‘em if ya got 

‘em! 

Newsletter submissions should be sent 

by the Friday following the full membership 

meeting to pubs@nfbl.org 

Mission Statement: The North Florida 

Brewers League is committed to 

sharing, promoting, and teaching the 

hobby of homebrewing to both 

beginners and experienced brewers 

through community involvement, 

regular meetings, and the Big Bend 

Beer is a wonderful thing. 

North Florida Brewers League 

Visit www.nfbl.org 

NFBL 

PO Box 3325 

Tallahassee, FL 32315 

April 8—NFBL meeting 

May 13—NFBL meeting 

June 10—NFBL meeting 

July 8—NFBL meeting 

August 12—NFBL meeting 

August TBD– Hurricane Blowoff, 

West Palm Beach, FL 

 

 

 

February  1—Best Florida Beer Home-

brew Competition Entry Deadline 

February 11—NFBL meeting 

February 20—AHA Club-Only Com-

petition - The Session Challenge-

English Brown Ales, Kent, WA 

February 27—Best Florida Beer 

Homebrew Competition, Tampa, FL 

May 14—Hogtown Brew-Off 

(Tentative) 

May 17—St. Patrick’s Day 

March 27—17th Annual Peach State 

Brew Off, Atlanta, GA 

March 11—NFBL meeting 

Long Term Calendar 

Be there or  be square. 


